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UNCLAS BELFAST 66 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, U.K. (N.I.) 

SUBJECT: POLL SHOWS MAJORITY PROTESTANTS FAVOR LIMITED POWER-SHARING 
REF: BELFAST 17 

1 . ITV PROGRAM WEEKEND WORLD AND SURVEY ORGANIZATION MARPLAN 
POLLED 520 ULSTER PROTESTANTS ON THEIR ATTITUDES TOWARD POWER 
SHARING AT GOVERNMENT LEVEL AND LOCAL LOYALIST POLITICIANS. 

THIRTY ONE PER CENT SAID THEY WOULD SUPPORT POWER SHARING 
GOVERNMENT. THIRTY TWO PERCENT SAID THEY WOULD DISAPPROVE 
POWER SHARING BEING WRITTEN INTO CONSTITUTION BUT WOULD BE 
PREPARED TO GIVE EMERGENCY COALITION GOVERNMENT A CHANCE. 

THIRTY SEVEN PER CENT REJECTED ANY IDEA OF POWER SHARING. 

THERE WERE APPARENTLY NO "DON’T KNOWS." IN CONTRAST TO ABOVE 
SAMPLE WHICH CONSISTENT WITH EARLIER POLL IN BELFAST SUNDAY 
NEWS (REFTEL) 42 PER CENT OF PROTESTANTS SAID THEY HAD MOST 
CONFIDENCE IN REVEREND IAN PAISLEY, 34 PER CENT IN WILLIAM CRAIG 
AND 16 PER CENT IN HARRY WEST. IT IS UNCLEAR WHOM THE REMAINING 

8 PER CENT FAVORED. 

2. CONGEN DOES NOT PLACE GREAT CONFIDENCE IN RESULTS POLL. 

LIMITED SIZE SAMPLE, CONTRAST BETWEEN ATTITUDES ON POWER 
SHARING VERSUS MOST TRUSTED POLITICIAN AND PROPENSITY OF 
ULSTER PEOPLE TO PROFESS MODERATION WHEN QUESTIONED (ESPECIALLY 
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BY "FOREIGNERS") CASTS DOUBT ON ACCURACY AND VALIDITY SURVEY. 
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HOWEVER SAMPLE OF ATTITUDES ON SOME FORM OF POWER SHARING 
AGREES WITH OTHER, ONLY EARLIER POLL AND CANNOT BE COMPLETELY 
DISCOUNTED. VERY FEW PROTESTANTS WANT CONTINUED DIRECT RULE. 

SPICER 
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